Dear parents/Guardians
Over the next 12 weeks those of us in Y5 and 6 will be following a unit of work on a theme which focuses on the ‘big historical picture’ – putting all their knowledge and understanding of different times, people and events in British history into a time frame. Each class will be studying a particular individual from a different period and then sharing their findings with the others, as follows:
Y5PG: Boudicca and the Romans;

Y5G: Eric Bloodaxe and the Vikings;

Y6C: Henry VIII and the Dissolution of the Monasteries;

Y6KB: Queen Victoria

Y6LB: Churchill and Britain since the 1930s;

This unit of work is part of the International Primary Curriculum.  This new curriculum sets out very clearly what children will learn — the learning goals — in three different areas:

1. The subjects of the curriculum — the learning goals for each of these subjects are challenging and cover the National Curriculum programmes of study;
2. Personal development — the characteristics which will help the children become responsible, independent learners.

3. International understanding — which will help children develop a sense of the independence of their own country and culture and the interdependence between countries and cultures.

Each unit of work is based around specific targets derived from the learning goals for one or more of the subjects.

During this work we will be focusing primarily on history, geography, art, information and communication technology and exploring international aspects.

In history, we’ll be finding out:
· How historical time can be measured;
· How historical time can be recorded;

· How we can sort, sequence and order the past;

· What happened at different times in British history.

In geography, we’ll be finding out:
· Where in the world history took place;
· How to locate and record this information.

In art we’ll be finding out:

· How history can be told and represented through art.

We will also find out how to use ICT to support our research investigations developing our enquiry and communication skills.  We will apply our ICT skills when gathering, recording, organising and presenting information.

All of the work we are going to do has been specially written to help your child reach the learning goals.  Children will work individually, with a friend, in a small group or as a part of a large group, researching, interpreting and presenting information and ideas.  

We already know the interest you take in your child’s work. If you can, please discuss with your child the work they have done as the term progresses and let them teach you if they can! In particular, it would be helpful if you could discuss with them important dates in their and your own personal history. If your child uses the internet to carry out research, could you please encourage them to put their findings into their own words. 
It is worth mentioning that there is a whole host of Tudor related events happening in York this summer as part of the ‘Big City Read 2009, such as a Henry VIII walking trail and Henry VIII: Man and Monarch touring exhibition at the Minster. Leaflets can be picked up from the library or you can get further information at www.bigcityread.co.uk.

By the time your child has worked through this unit, we hope they will have achieved all of the learning targets.  If you have any comments about the work your child is going to do, please get in touch. We would be particularly pleased to hear from anyone who has any experience or contacts in the area of British history. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation.
Y5 and Y6 staff
