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13 th July 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians
In Autumn term, all of the children in the lower phase (Year 3 and 4) will be following a unit of work on a theme which focusses on ‘Volcanoes and Earthquakes’.

During this unit we will be focusing on geography, science, art and music. 

In Geography, We’ll Be Finding Out:

· About how the earth is formed 

· What a volcano island is and where they are in the world

· What causes an earthquake

· How earthquakes can be measured

In Science, We’ll Be Finding Out:

· What happens when a volcano erupts

· What happens when rock melts

· How volcanoes can give off poisonous gas

· In Art, We’ll Be:

· Working with hot and cold colours

· Using different materials to represent a volcano

· In Music, We’ll Be:

· Finding out how to use instruments to make sound pictures

· Composing our own piece of music

Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, working on their own, and working in groups. We will be checking to see how well your child has learned through particular activities and by asking children to explain their work, perhaps to you.  In particular, you can help your child by discussing with them any news items about volcanoes and earthquakes that appear in the media. 

A date for the diary is ________ December.  We would like to invite you to a celebration afternoon and provide you with the opportunity to view some of the children’s work and discuss it with them.  We hope to have a number of activities happening during this day and will provide further details and timings closer to the date.
All of the work we are going to do has beern specifically written to help your child reach the learning goals.  Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustarting, working on their own and in groups.  If you have any comments about the work your child is going to do, please get in touch.

Many thanks

S. Gharbi, B. Prokop, J. Worswick, G. Fort and A. King
